MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE

beings, who are tolerated, but who live in abjection. It was this
that the infidel found so intolerable and demoralizing. His faith
was not attacked; it was simply ignored; and this was the most
effective means of detaching him from it and leading him to
Allah, who would not only restore his human dignity, but would
open t6 him the gates of the Musulman State. It was because his
religion compelled the conscientious Musulman to treat the infidel
as a subject that the infidel came to him, and in coming to him
broke with his country and his people.1

The German became Romanized as soon as he entered "Romania."
The Roman, on the contrary, became Arabized as soon as he was
conquered by Islam.2 It is true that well into the Middle Ages
certain small communities of Copts, Nestorians and, above all,
Jews, survived in the midst of the Musulman world. Nevertheless,
the whole environment was profoundly transformed. There was
a clean cut: a complete break with the past. Wherever his power
was effective, it was intolerable to the new master that any influence
should escape the control of Allah. His law, derived from the
Koran, was substituted for Roman law, and his language for
Greek and Latin.

When it was converted to Christianity the Empire, so to speak,
underwent a change of soul; when it was converted to Islam
both its soul and its body were transformed. The change was as
great in civil as in religious society.

With Islam a new world was established on those Mediterranean
shores which had formerly known the syncretism of the Roman
civilization. A complete break was made, which was to continue
even to our own day. Henceforth two different and hostile civili-
zations existed on the shores of Afore Nostrum. And although in our
own days the European has subjected the Asiatic, he has not
assimilated him. The sea which had hitherto been the centre of

1 For that matter, many were converted to Islam by interest. In Africa,
according to Ibn Khaldoun, the Berbers apostatized twelve times in seventy
years.

^ 2 In Spain, the pth century^ even the Christians no longer knew Latin,
and the texts of the Councils were translated into Arabic*
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